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Note from the Editor: 
I first reached out to our 
IALA Past President Rocco 
Liberio for a short story to 
share in one of the editions of 
our Bollettino during pre-
pandemic times.  And while 
the world has literally 
changed since then, I still 

want to share the notes 
and beautiful photos he 
shared with us of his 
special trip to Italy… 
my wish is that 2022 
will find us celebrating 
in Italy those special 
moments in our lives 
and our loved ones.    

THE ITALIAN-AMERICAN LAWYERS ASSOCIATION OF LOS ANGELES (IALA) 

IL BOLLETTINO 

President’s Messagio 

As much as feasible, I hope 
everyone has been enjoying this 
holiday season with family and 
friends.  Despite the Covid-19 
pandemic, my wish for you and 
your families is that you are able 
to find the holiday spirit in your 
homes and you continue to 
embrace the cherished festive 
family traditions, like the 
Panettone, that make this season 
special and one to remember.  

 
2021 IALA President Mariana Noli with IALA 
Incoming President Tony Costanzo at the Casa! 
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Photos taken at Rocco’s son wedding ceremony in beautiful Italy in 2019  



 

T H E  I T A L I A N - A M E R I C A N  L A W Y E R S  A S S O C I A T I O N  O F  L O S  A N G E L E S  

 

2019 was an eventful year 
for the Liberio family! The 
highlight being a trip to 
Italy to attend my son 
Christopher’s wedding to 
his new bride Jennifer. 
First stop was Rome where 
we stayed in a beautiful 
hotel directly across from 
the Pantheon. We have 
been to Rome several 
times and have seen the 
Vatican, the Coliseum, 
Trevi Fountain and other 
historical sights of the city 
so on this occasion we 
chose to take advantage of 
the unscheduled time to 
enjoy the vibrancy of 
Rome.  
  

 
Rocco’s son and bride at the wedding 

 
After a few days spent 

seeing the sights of Rome’s 
Citta Vecchia we took the 
train to Florence for the 
wedding. The wedding 
was held at Villa 

Tantafera, a historical villa 
dating back to the 15th 
century and located in the 
hills above Florence with a 
commanding view of the 
city. The villa with its 
seven bedrooms was large 
enough to accommodate 
both immediate families 
with friends staying in the 
city of Florence, a short 10-
minute drive away.  

 
Rocco and his wife sightseeing  

 
The wedding was 

bellisimo! The ceremony 
was held in the front 
courtyard with a backdrop 
of the Duomo and Tuscan 
Countryside. The cocktail 
hour was held on the 
lower terrace overlooking 
the fountain and the pool 
with the dinner reception 
being held in the back 
courtyard with the lights 
of the city glimmering 
below.  

We then took the train 
to Venice where the 
festivities continued with a 
cruise down the Adriatic 
and around the Greek Isles 

with stops in Corfu, 
Santorini, Mykonos, 
Argostoli and Dubrovnik.  

 

 
      IALA Past President Liberio in Italy 
 

The final day was spent in 
Venice where we had the 
day to revisit the beautiful 
sights of Venice, including 
a gondola ride on the 
canal, St. Marks Square 
and escaping the crowds 
to wander down side 
streets and alleyways 
where we happened upon 
Scvolo di San Rocco. It was 
a magical wedding and a 
wonderful trip! 

Rocco Liberio,  
IALA Past President  

  

 
IALA Past Presidents Liberio (1995) and 

Salvato (2019) at Casa Italiana Dec. 8th 



 

T H E  I T A L I A N - A M E R I C A N  L A W Y E R S  A S S O C I A T I O N  O F  L O S  A N G E L E S  

 

While Covid-19 vaccines and treatments have helped us make so much 
progress tackling the pandemic, the emergence of the new Covid-19 
Omicron variant only a few days after Thanksgiving offered an 
unpleasant reminder that the pandemic may not be quite over.  Predicting 
the impact of the new variant is difficult, if not impossible, at this point. 
The path back to normal has been bumpier than anticipated, but we’ll get 
there.  In difficult and uncertain times like this, it really helps to be 
resilient by reminding ourselves of the courage our Italian immigrant 
ancestors showed in overcoming the fear of the unknown in the pursuit of 
a better life for their families, in a new and not always welcoming 
environment.  

 
 December has been a month of celebration for our group despite Covid-

19.  We hosted a monthly dinner Back at the Casa Italiana on December 
8, the first dinner back at the Casa since the pandemic started March 2020. 
On that same evening we awarded a well-deserving law student our 2021 
IALA scholarship fund, Margherita Giubilei, who gave a very emotional 
speech.  We had a hybrid event with the possibility of attendees joining from 
their homes via Zoom, and the California Supreme Court Justices were 
invited as our guests of honor.  A few weeks after that, our leadership had 
a small holiday gathering at the Frisco’s Diner in Whittier owned by late 
Judge Charles Frisco’s daughter Joanne and her husband.  We are soon to 
confirm the 2022 leadership under President Anthony Costanzo.  Today is 
the last day to vote, so if you did not submit your vote, please send it to 
iala07@yahoo.com.  

 

 
Past President Liberio (2017) and President Noli with IALA Scholarship Recipient Ms. Giubilei 

 

On behalf of IALA’s Board, our Past Presidents and our loyal members, 
I take this opportunity to wish you, your colleagues and your families a 
happy, healthy and very prosperous New Year!  Hope to see you on January 
29th at the California Yacht Club to celebrate Tony taking office and for my 
retirement as President of this wonderful group!  

 

               Mariana Noli, IALA 2021 President 
 



 
The ITALIAN-AMERICAN LAWYERS ASSOCIATION OF LOS ANGELES 

 

We, at IaLa, send you our HoLIday 
greetIngs tHIs season and our 
best WIsHes for tHe neW year! 

  
 

 

 
Photo taken at the 2021 IALA Holiday Party at Frisco’s Diner in Whittier, California.  

From left to right: Vito Costanzo, Tony Costanzo, Gabriella Costanzo, Angela Zanin, Theresa Costanzo, Alice Salvo, Lydia 
Liberio, Theresa Macellaro, Mel Stein, Mariana Noli, Jesse, Samantha Fischer, Griffin Lee, Diane Fischer, Greg Salvato    

 

CHeers to a HeaLtHIer, safer and 
More ProsPerous 2022 aMICI! 
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