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TOM CACCIATORE IN THE HOUSE!   
 By Thomas Cacciatore    

 

“There are too many 
memories to count or to 
remember but I like to think 
about the early days. 

 
The first meeting was at 

Paul Caruso's house in 
Hancock Park. When we 
arrived, the room was 
electric and 
convivial. 
There were 
probably 60 
Italian 
American 
lawyers, 
most of 
whom would 
never have 
met each 
other 
because our 
practices 
were so 
different. 
There was a 
lot of 
laughing and instant 
camaraderie. 

 
In 1977 I was 32 and 

doing plaintiff's personal 
injury litigation. I never 
would have met the business 

lawyers, estate 
planners, title 
insurance lawyers 
like Vito and 
Anthony Costanzo's 
dad, criminal 
lawyers, 
government 
lawyers like Bruce 

Sottile. Later, they 
brought their 
friends to meetings. 
We never would 
have traveled in the 
same circles, but 
instantaneously, we 
all had something 

THE ITALIAN-AMERICAN LAWYERS ASSOCIATION OF LOS ANGELES (IALA) 

IL BOLLETTINO IS BACK 

Immediate Past 
President’s Messagio 

This past year at the IALA, we pulled a 
rabbit out of our hat. In the words of Mike 
Spade our Italian magician from New 
Jersey “Forget about it.” No, seriously, he 
said “The year we had was outstanding.” 
 

It was a magical year-- from my 
installation at the Magic Castle to the 
holiday party at my house. Our 
professional family had fun while serving 
the great purpose of increasing our 
membership. I’m proud that we more than 
tripled the number of students who applied 
and doubled their scholarships. With a 
slight of hand, we turned one scholarship 
into two. 

 

 
 
It was no illusion that we held 

outstanding events including:  
My favorite: the New York Street Fair. 

Our red and white carnival booths 
showcased abbondanze of food. Mike 
Spade performed close-up magic and also 
entertained us with an amazing 
performance. We will repeat this event next 
September.  

 
To be continued Page 4 
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in common. And it was fun. I 
went to that first meeting 
with Phil Argento, who was 
not a judge at the time. 
 

 
 
Mario Clinco was a judge 

who got around. He founded 
the organization. He was an 
ex-New Yorker, unabashed 
and used his position to 
move our organization to a 
high-profile level right away. 
He lived in Mount Olympus, 
above Hollywood. (Does 
anyone call it that anymore?) 
Mario, who was connected to 
the west side legal 
community, was also a 
member of the Friars club in 
Beverly Hills, which was a 
very hip "rat pack" kind of 
club in the best sense. It was 
mainly Jewish show business 
people with a smattering of 
Italian political figures, and 
also some shady characters. 
It was a men's club in those 
days and Mario arranged for 
us to have our Installation 
Balls there. It had a very cool 
vibe. It was the place where 
the Dean Martin celebrity 
roasts were held. They had a 
fabulous seafood buffet 
before dinner, and an 
excellent kitchen. People 
clamored to get invited to 
our event. Black-tie only. Fur 
coats. Joe Moshay orchestra. 
Way cool. We held events 

there for probably the first 15 
years. We have some 
pictures in the scrapbook 
which I will try to find. 

 
The group was important 

to me just to keep in touch 
with the professional ethnic 
community. My family was 
already connected to St. 
Peter's downtown, and in 
fact helped pay for the 
construction of what is now 
Casa Italiana. In the hallway 
near the stairs, there are a 
couple of plaques with their 
names.  

 
The professional 

connection was a big deal. I 
was fortunate enough to do 
business with many of the 
senior lawyers who did not 
litigate and so it was also 
very worthwhile. My 
business partner at the time, 
Barry Binder was also very 
supportive of the 
organization, and being an 
Italian Jew, felt a natural 
affinity. 

 
My daughter Alexandra 

started coming when she was 
six months old, in a 
stroller.  My parents came to 
the meetings too especially 
when the meetings were of 
broad general interest. (I'm 
sorry members don't do that 
anymore.) Our family knew 
the place well and would 
regularly attend the various 
feasts throughout the year, 
long before the lawyers 
group was started. Having 

Alexandra is a major plus for 
me and my only regret is that 
my parents are not here to 
see her in action. 
 

 
 
Some of our early 

meetings were really terrific. 
We had a roast for Paul 
Caruso who was a well-
known entertainment and 
sports figure lawyer in 
Beverly Hills. He knew 
everyone. His college 
classmate was Kirk Douglas, 
who came to the event and 
spoke along with Rudy Valle, 
one of the most popular 
crooners of the 1930s. 
Sportswriter Jim Murray of 
the Los Angeles Times was 
there as was Jack Lalaine, the 
exercise and fitness Guru 
from the 50s and 60s. 
Hundreds came to honor 
Paul, and it was a hoot. 

 
Then there was actor Jack 

Klugman who played 
"Quincy" on a popular 
television series about a 
coroner/detective. Thomas 
Noguchi was also there and 
he was the real Los Angeles 
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County coroner at the time. 
Klugman joked that this was 
the greatest evening in 
Noguchi's life, because he 
had never seen so many 
people… "sitting up."  

 
Legendary political 

operative Joe Cerrell 
arranged for an event where 
all of the Italian American 
reporters in Southern 
California attended and 
spoke. They were from 
television, radio and print. 
Joe also arranged to have 

major broadcasters 
frequently at our events.  
 

 
 
Another time, he arranged 

to have all the Italian-
American officeholders from 

Southern California from 
large and small cities, 
Congressmen, etc. 

 
We had a few sports 

figures. Joe Montana. Vince 
Ferragamo. Tommy Lasorda. 
Many others. 

 
In short, this organization 

has been a major part of my 
life for the last 41 years, and I 
hope to keep it going for 
another 41.”  Tom 

 
We hope so too, Tom!  

 

NOLI: GOING BACK TO MY ITALIAN ROOTS … 
By Mariana Noli    

 

Io sono nata a Buenos Aires, 
Argentina ma la mia famiglia e 
di NOLI, un piccolo poppolo 
vicino a Genova.   
 

 
 

Not many Italian American 
lawyers have heard about 
“NOLI” but that is actually 
where my family comes 
from.   My father, the first 
lawyer in our family, made 
sure that my younger sister 
and I took great pride in our 
Italian heritage.  From time 

to time at dinner time, he 
would raise a glass and toast 
to the Repubblica Nolese.  
 

 
Since a very young age, Lucy 
and I became active 
members of the Italian 
athletic club in my 
hometown Buenos Aires, 
and we were enrolled in 

after school Italian classes at 
the Dante Alighieri Institute 
where we completed our 
language studies living with 
an Italian family in Firenze 
for a few months.  
 

 
Last spring, my mother 

and father took a cruise to 
Europe which gave them the 
opportunity to finally visit 



 
The ITALIAN-AMERICAN LAWYERS ASSOCIATION OF LOS ANGELES 

 
the town of Noli.   NOLI is a 
coast commune of Liguria, 
Italy. In the Province of 
Savona, it is about 50 
kilometers southwest of 
Genova by rail and about 4 
meters above sea-level.   

 

From the beautiful scenery to 
the friendly people, from the 
delicious local dishes to the 
antique buildings and old 
streets full of history, my 
parents said it truly felt like 

home.  In a way, I was living 
vicariously through their 
WhatsApp photos, visiting 
NOLI is certainly at the top 
of my bucket list.  
 

As a descendant of Italian 
immigrants in Argentina, my 
father always encouraged us 
to work hard, and look for “a 
better life.”  To this day, he is 
also the first one to remind 
me that no matter how far I 
go in life, always remember 

your famiglia loves you and 
never forget where you come 
from.    
 
I hope to visit NOLI in the 
near future. If while in 
northern Italy you get a 
chance, please don’t leave 
without saying hello to the 
land that saw my ancestors 
be born.   
 
E tu? Di dove sei? 

 

 

The roast for Tom Cacciatore was no smoke and mirrors. Tom has been a fixture and a 
member for 41 years. His daughter, business associates and friends told funny stories that 
made for a great tribute. Luckily their comments were PG rated. 

 
Then there was Marco Polo Night where we invited all the LA Bar Associations. The 

laughter flowed like great Italian wine when the attendees did skits including Crazy Rich 
Asians and My Cousin Vinny.  

 
Remember the Asian Bar President who did a mother and daughter skit where the 

daughter says she wants to be a lawyer and the mother cries because she’s not going to be a 
doctor? It was all too familiar. When I was a young student, I told my mother I wanted to be 
a lawyer. She cried because she wanted me to be a hairdresser! 

 
But there was more up our sleeves. 
At Supreme Court Night, we gave away two scholarships to law students. There were twenty-

two students who applied. We hope to award more to deserving young people in the future. In 
addition, Chief Justice Tani Cantil-Sakauye gave a speech about the state of the courts. Over 
two hundred attendees met the Chief Justice, as well as Justice Ming Chin. 

 
In December I hosted a traditional Holiday Party at my house. If I do say so myself, the 

food was magical. We had bruschetta, caprese skewers, antipasto, chicken piccata, pasta 
dishes, meatballs, ratatouille, tiramisu, panna cotta, and biscotti. There was a harp player 
and another outstanding Italian magician. The swag each person received was a bottle of 
Prosecco covered with bling! As people left, I heard them say “this will be a hard act to follow.” 

 
As a sleight of hand, we also created Nostalgia Night featuring former U.S. Senate Majority 

Leader George Mitchell, and the LA County Bar invited senior lawyers. We had a contest 
between the senior lawyers and the Italian American lawyers. Of course, the Italians won! 
Evviva! 

 
From the beginning, it has been my ambition to make this organization fun, and like 

family. Partnering with all of you, I know we will continue to be successful. We will also grow 
our membership, because who doesn’t want fun, and to be part of a “functional” family, served 
up with great food.  

Molto grazie e addio! 

     Alice Salvo, IALA 2018 President 
 


